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2 Tower of Strength 





Chapter 1. The Hot Potato 


SEEMED NTHE NATURAL ORDER OF THINGS THAT BECAUSE 
Surcen Wace TO, OR FRANCIS CLAREMONT, PEAKING BECAME OaTMAN 
TO MAJOR CLAREMONT OF “THE St BATTALION OF THE DARTSHIRES. 








1» OLD BOY. MY MAN 

USUALLY Sigues MN “UP Adour 

THIS “TIME. CHINA LEAP. “WE 
tas 'PSeNT FROM HOME. 





THROUGH THE SEE-S4aW DESERT BATTLES, 
SICILY AND INTO TAL: PERKINS HAD ‘Susseseruuy, 





HIDDEN THe Tram 
GO RiS CWILIAN PROREOSION: 








Tower_of Strength 


PERKINS WITHOREW AS A CUOUSLY. AS 





SPEARED, LEAVING AT 


He HAD AE 
LEAST ONE | NEWLY. JOINE! STAIN STARING (8 GEWILOERMEN 








PRIVATE PERKINS TOOK THE WAR COOLLY AND CALMLY IN HES STRIDE 
WHEN THE DARTSHIRES WERE IN THE THICK OF THE FRAY REPULSING A 

MAN ATTACK: ONE GOT THE IMPRESSION HE WAS BAG ON THE GROUSE 
MOOK, AT HIS MASTER'S SHOOTING PARTY. 
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ESS 
SITY, He HAO YE" £ 
[RETANSe' OF THE O16 SCHOOL Ww ACTION. 


THINGS HE, 
EREEERS THEM On 











BY NIGHTFALL. THE ATTACK HAD OID Away AND 
The pact WAS QUIET, EXCEPT FOR PATROL 
ACTMITY. ON GOTH SIOES « 


TEE SSRSEANT-MAIOR SECS 


WAN 





Towel of Strengili- 


PERKING ARRANGED EVERYTHING AND WHAT MAJOR SIR FRANCIS CLAREMONT 
WOULD HaVG DONE WITHOUT HIS GENTLEMAN'S GENTLEMAN He SHUODGRED TO 


SHINIG, NEXT OAV ++ Je 


NOW WEEE WOULD. 
THEY WANT TO ORAS 
Me ALL THE wate BACK 1 UNDERSTAND 
“TO HEADQUARTERS Pp THE SUMMONS MAY 
¢ HAVE SOME CONNECTION 
WITH A = ER ~ FOREIGN 
ViSiTOR; SiR FRANCIS, 














CLAREMONT. HAD LONG LOST Tr Was THE COLONEL BAC AT OG, | 
The aSitTry TO GE ASTONISHED ILLED INTHE BLANKS. HE HAO] . 


BY HIS MAN. 
HANOLING At 
rons TO GET RID OF IT. 


We GOT A RUS 
SITTING IN. My LAP. 
SHOUD MATE 
“Fo OROP Hi 
‘SR. Z 
AMPLIFIED, | AM 
AFRAID « 
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TT APPEARED THAT A RUSSIAN ARMY OBSERVER 
HAD BEEN LOADED ‘ON BRIGADE AND WAS. 
RAPIDLY BEING UNLOADED ON TO THE DARTSHIRES. 












NO SITTING BACK COMFORTABLY 
wisi: Goa Pete BF tHe FRONT. 
3 Oana P65 
One, Satis he Was ar staunarao. } at 
ANYTHING ELSE WILL SEEM LIKE A 
CROQUET MATCH 1 GATHER. 





COLONEL ROKOVSKY WAS GETTING MPATIENT. (TWAS THE FIGHTING HE HAD 
TRAVELLED ALC Tas WAY TO SEE. IN MOSCOW THEY WOULD GE WAITING 





Tower of Strength 





CLAREMONT GULFED. 
GOT HIMSELE KICLED th 
Goud Calis ai 





PERKINS, | AM RELYING ON YOU. 
ORIVE AS FFT WAS A HEARSE. 








Tower of Serenge 





FLUCTUATING VIOLENTIN 











TS, SIRS GRENADE HIT THE ROAD 
LOWED UP THE ROAR OF TH 

















HE RUSSIAN HAD BEEN STARTLED, TOO, AS THE 
GRENADE HIT “THE ROAD IN FRONT OF THEM. THOUGH 
WOULD HAVE OED TO ADMIT. IT, THOSE WEEKS, 
STALINGRAD HAD FRAYED HIS NERVES SOMEWHAT. 





recr f WE ARE 
Thee pal ReAoy P 
en Ss : rin our PER 
a MARNEO F oy ewe WILL TAKE THE 


SIDE ROAD 








Pan! EveN HERG THEY 
CANNST SHOOT STRAIGHT! 
BUT THE ENGLISH SHOULD NOT 
HAVE LET THEM ROAM FREELY:~ 
BPO ATTACK WITHOUT WARNING £ 


QUITE, si. 
THOUGH OOUSTLESS 
‘OUR PEOPLE WERE NOT 
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r 


Wie WO LOST SIR FRANCIS, BUT THERE] | Al Tat MOMENT, ANOTHER QUARRY 
WAS NO POINT IN GOING BACK TO, WAS BEING ROUNDED, THIS “Tive ® THE 
TANGLE WITH THE GERMANS. HE SKY. COLONEL. "KING" CALLAHAN, OF 
EXPLAINED HIS DILEMMA “TO THE HS U.S. ARMY AIR FORCE HAD BEEN 
VLR GUEST. VISTING A UNIT IN HIS. PERSGNAL LIGHT] 


Le PUANE, Wien IT HAPPENED « 
MAJOR CLAREMONT, | AM SURE, — 
WLU HAVE EVADED OSS TRUCTION, 
E CONTINUE ON THIS ROAD. 
<7 IT Is POSSIeLS 
DON We WiLL Meer 
IS HIM AGAIN IN 
“THe COMPANY, 







































Mavens geek 
A KRAUT, ae 
PUGH ERS 























DE®PERATELY, HE FLUNG HIS UNARMED PLANE TOWAROS: 
ELOOR OF “THE VALLEY. AT THE SOUNO OF THE 
GERMAN FIGHTER'S CANNON FIRE, PERKINS LOOKED UP _ 

ANXIOUSLY 


Tower of Strength n 


IN HIS EFFORT TO MAKE THE Fw. 190 OVERSHOOT HIM, “KING™ CALLAHAN 
HIS PLANE'S SPEED. IT PROMPTLY STALLED AND STOOD ON ITS 
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OR THE AMERICAN COLONEL 1y THE 6 BACK Oe Ths Zeer 
QUICK -TEMPEREO TEXAN HAD oT MEETING | 
























ROKOVSK'Y THREW THE FRIENDLY 
GESTURE BACK INNIS FACE / 





ICAL aR 
Sate SECOND FF PRON ? 
ARE THEY AFRAID P. 








Tower of strength 


SY TRAVELLED GR FOR MILES IN SULLEN SILENCE, AN Abb IME TAME 
SH We BND THE GHENT LINES 
THI 











SP SET WEEN THE, 
AN ANG "THE TALIAN, 
NI 
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TNARMED, PERKINS COULD 00 NOTHING GUT WATCH 
SHE SHOOTING MATCH. THE TEXAN, INDEED, SEEMED 
TO BE ENJOYING ‘HIMSELF 





GoT Him! THAT'S. 
ANOTHER. NICK ON “THE: 
BUTT! HAVING FUN, 
RUSSKY P 











Tower of Strength 
THe RUSSIAN HANDLED THE STEN-GUN LIKE 
ALVETERAN. AS ONE OF THE GERMANS 
APT FOR COVER, IT WAS ROKOVEKY WHO 





7 FANCY, SHOOTIN’! 
HECK / I'M OUTA 
Stiles 








BUT THE WILY VON STEISSEN HAD OUTFLANKED THEM AND 
THE STEN CEASED ITS CHAT TERING, HE POUNCED «++ 





TARNATION 








e Tower of Strength 
TE FACT THAT He COULD NOW HIDE AND ESCAPE OID NOT EVEN STRIKE 
vig Guanes =~ 





= 
PERKING. ‘SIR FRANCIS HAD PLACED THE RUSSIAN COLONEL IN 

















PRIVATE PERKINS, SI 
VAM SERVANT FO THE 
uSSIAN! COLONEL. OU 
CAPTURE HIM = YOU MUST 
‘CAPTURE Ma, TOO- 



















BUNA! A, SUSE WiLL 
DECORATE ME WITH THE SILVER 
ORDER OF GARIGALOL 7 
TRANS OVER PS RUSSIAN 








Tower of Strengmn 


GRUDGINGLY, THEY AGREED. HAVING OISPOSED + 
OF THER CASUALTIES, VON STEISSEN MADE [ 
CALLAHAN DRIVE THE STARE CAR, ANO. { 
BERING GOT NTO THE JEEP WITH COLONEL 
COUNT COTRONIO . 














Rie Peis CALLAN = 
PHAT Witt SETTLE fr ts NOT FAR, 


Von STEIssen! You 








STRAINED SILENCES AS EACH MAN WAS BUSY WITH HIS THOUGHTS --REHEARGNG { 


Kaurre, Sia FRANCIS ~~ 
Pour ArTes ALL, HE SPENT, 





TAS THE TWO VEHICLES HEADED UP BIO THE MOUNTANG, THERE WAS A | 





Towe: of Strength 
Chapter 2. Strange Allies 


(OSE _MOUNTANS HAD 
‘BANOITS, 

















“repescui! NGLes! / 
IT MATTERS NOT! THEY 





TLTURCO ---THE TURK---LED A GANG OF SANDITS FOR 
BEEN A BLESSING. LOOT, WEAPONS AND VEHICLES DROPPED 
HEAVEN INTO THER HANOS - 











Tower of Strength 


THE BANOITS RARELY WASTED AMMUNITION, THOUGH THEY, HAD A Lana ” 
BND GaSED COLLECTION. THEY TRIED A TEAR-GAS BOMS FIRST .<s 


OQWNER UND 
GLITZEN F 

















LONELS AND PERKINS WERE 


WITH THEIR EYES STREAMING, THE FOUR COl 
MTAGE, WHEN SIG AMBROSIO, THE MARKSMAN OF 


ALREADY AT A OISADVAN’ 
THE BANOITTI, TRIED SOME PLAIN AND FANCY SHOOTING 





ACH! WE ARE 
BEING_ATTACKED BY 
‘AMERICANS / 
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Bovina WAG ONCE GEEN A BOMBARDIER WITH THE ITALIAN AIR FORCE ~~ AND 
SFoKEEP HIS HANO IN. HE MADE HIS OWN GOMSS FROM PASTA 











COME. LITTLE 
ONES PAPA BOVIND 
WELCOMES YOU! 


TPWAS TOUCKNG, THE FAITH HE HAD 
His COMPATRIOTS. BUT “THE TARGET HE 
PRESENTED WAS TOO MUCH FOR PAPA 
BovINo/ 


PEOPLE! WHEN THEY SEI 
Fis 1 WHOM THEY ATTACK, 
HEY WILL, CEASE’ 





Towei of Strength 2 
VON STEISSEN WAS LIVIO, FROM LIGUTENANT TO COLONEL NV FOUR YEARS = TIE 
SRE MAN INTHE GERMAN ARMY—TO_CAPTURE A RUSSUN OFFICER WY ITALY s 
Fo Ge FILLED GYAN UNKNOWN PEASANT 

















GOUT COTRONO HAD_WPED 
Ae Ace Ge NSAP Sco 





THE PA’ 
FROM Hi 








FT IS COUNT 
COTRONIO J 

















VESPUCCI, THE EXPLOSIVE EXPERT. WAS IN RESERVE. TOO MANY VICTIMS 
SGRRENDEREO GerORe THEY CAME TO HIS LAST LINE OF OEFENCE GUT THIS 
LOOKED UKE BEING HIS DAY f 








Tower of Strengtn 
THe GLAST TOO LATE 70 CATCH TS STARE 
eet 225655 
3 





Ne Penns, 
MADE SHOWED THEE 











Tower of. Strength 
E_ VERNANONG ROCK TERTERED, THEN, GAME 
Gown On TO THE ROADWAY WHILE 
otiens owe EO OVER THEIR HEADS « 

















Fr Tro0K FOUR COLONELS AND _A PRIVATE SOLDIER * 


“THE TOF 
TO AN: -HaNSCE ae gouLoER OFF THE ROAD. THE DELAY GAVE TH 
BANITS TIME TO RE-GR 





TCH (F! THOSE 
AGES, ARE GUNCHING 
FOR ANOTHER ATTACK) 





GRiEY SCRAMBLED BACK NETO "THE VENICLES) / AMID A SHOWER OF | 
SEAMED SULLETS. NET THe DANSEF VER? REAL, FOR 
HAD A_BREN GUN 


Tower of strengw 3 
a 
























letra UNITED AGAIN CONMON ANGER, AXIS AND ALLIES FOUGHT 
A REARGUARD BATTLE, VON STEIGEEN AND. ROKOVEKT KEEPING THE 
(ARTAGKERS AT BAY UNTIL PERKINS GOT THE UNHAPPY ITALIAN NTO THE JSEP, 


ATS TALNGRAD 
We OID NGT 
P BAN) A was 
ee or THAT. 
WORK 











Tower of Strengtn 


Ruck Was ST Wirt Pi THEY RACED FOR TI 
ey WERE ROUND IT BEFORE THE GREN WAS ON 

















THE GUET, PAN OSYNG THE GEER WO, MADE THE MOST OUTRAGEOUS 
Susces Ton iN HIS: MATTERS OF-FACT TONES . 6 





Tower of Strengtl 


CALLAHAN'S AMAZEMENT. 
(AT THE SARCASTIC 





Ter BAcK. 1 
SACRIFICE THE JEEP. WIT RESPECT, 
: WAIT! | WILL. ON Sis i THAT 
wor sou!) # 











Tower of Strength 


“RACED BACK TO THE ODDLY ASSORTED GROUP AND THEY COVERED THE 
LEST TS OS APA CRT RS 








TO My, MouNTran 


CHATEAL ATRIOTS 


Nor ATTACK Us 
Cae “THERE + 





RAGERLY, COLONEL COUNT COTRONIO "AM, VES, 1 WAD THOUGHT OF 
DESCRIBED HIS PLEASANT PRE-WAR THAT) NI 'CaSe THEIR LOYALTY TO 
SUMMER RETREAT OF SAN CASTELLO. AM 


CAUTION, EHP 











Tower_of  acrength 





THE CHATEAU OF SAN CASTELLO, TWEN 
KILOMETRES AWAY, WAS SPLENDIG IN ITS: 
ISOLATION: A TREASURE OF ITALIAN 


MAYBE THE 
TURNED GAROIT, 
“Foo 


IT 1S Mone 


THAN POSSIGLE THE 


HAVE DESERTED / 








FINALLY, AFTER A 





Bui, EXCELLENCY 
fee eee ST 
ExPaC TING YOU. THE 
WENT Gown THE 


MOUNTAIN TO 
EELLESS! . 
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LESS) WAS THE NEAREST VILLAGE, MANY KILOMETRES 
Wi Fhe FAR SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN. 


THE Banos > 











THEN, WE FOUGHT 
Faiies / TELEPHONE TO 








ene PHONED TO THE POURS AT BEtLESSIA THE CEMENT OF 
SSynton BaNeER Wile HAD BOUND Tha FOUR LL-ASSOR TED NATIONALS 





Tower of Strength sr 


[Von steteseNn CHOKED. TO BE TALKED AT LIKE THAT BY AN AMERICAN ~~ ANO 
A PRISONER AT THAT / £ 
“rou - = you 206 / 
| ( OF Your INSOLENCE. 
‘YOUVE / 




















Tower of Strengin 


THEN THE GERMAN FELT THE PRESSURE OF THE MUZZLE HARD AGAINGT HIS 
BACK, HEARO The SOFT BUT STEEL HARD WOROS NHIS Ear 

















HE DARE HE ODDS SO SHORT J ANGRILY, VON. 
PASSED THE LUGER BEHIND rhe MAS GF POLITENESS. ON 
SOF PERKINS HAD NOT RELAXED: 





*To PREGHEN UP NV 
BEDROOMS, | WILL Seeman 
FO PROVIDE A MEAL 





Tower of Strength 
Got Nt THE LARGE KITCHEN OF THE 

SEEMING! GS AES Pano ve hoern 

Riva issue SPAGHETTI. 

FPWAS NOT GONG to Be EASY. SEANS TINS OF 
VEGETABLE, SLUDGE !} 
SUT WAIT AT THE 

BACK THERE IS A 

SKEN OF TWO J 


ENGLISH, 1, SPEAIC 
1 WORKS 








Fexs'sa. 90 
You Steak 








Tower of Strength 


AKINS GOT TO WORK. 





[ANALLY, THREE ONICKENS SURRENDERED AND Pat ERIC 
SROUGHT Us TINS OF THE ITALIAN SOLDIERS’ RATIONS AND NVESTIGATEO THE 


We CELLAR 7 
% ANO HERE 1S THE WINE - a 
* BEAUTIFUL CHIANTI, UEBERAUMACH )} 
GPPOLUNG! ) FROM THE RHINE. RYE WHISICY 
§ , FROM BROOKLY! D.. 
NE 

















Tower of Strength Ss 


WITH THEHELP OF THE EAG GR ITALIAN, HE LAID THE TAGLE INTHE DAIS 
TO THE TAS! “THE EXPERIENCED TOUCH OF AN ENGLISH BUTLER. 


ROOM, BRINGING 
GRRIGO WAS ENTRANCED. 





















































“THE FOUR COLONELS HAD_FRESHENED UP N SEPARATE ROOMS. THEY WERE Lik@ 
Four QOCKERELS SPOILING FOR A FIGHT AS THEY ANSWERED PERKINS' GONG 


{| q SO! THE ENGLISHMAN 
i ‘SPOONS. 
q 7 
i FOOD. 





IM ) 
NCES 


2 SA 


Tower of sffength ss 
EVEN THE RUSSIAN. OID AS HE WAS TOLD: 
FriWag ROKOVGKY THAT HE SERVED 














vs 
vA WO! AGAl 
GENTLEMEN! iF you 
WILL PLEASE Si 
GAN COMMENCES: 
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STTEN THE VERY “TASTE OF FAVOURITE OISHES, MEN 
UNTED' BY YEARS OF ARMY FOOD, COULD 














Eg Tower of Strength 


PERKINS’ MAGIC AT THE STOVE, SUSTLY GLENOING THE MIXED ASSORTMENT 
OF FOOD HE HAD FOUND, HAD PRODUCED A DISH OF ENTRANCING MYSTERY. 
RERVES AND TEMPERS WERE SMOOTHED AWAY... 


(N BROOKLYN FT WAS THE 
Same) THEY. RUSH IN 
YELLING THEIR HEADS OFF =~ 
BUT AFTER A PLATEFUL 
OF RAVIOLI “THEY COO 
Like DOVES / 






































Swern! CanrT 

SEAT THE OLD 

SOUTH FOR GOOD 
‘chow J 









HOW CELICIOUS: 
(Tt TASTES # 











ALL, WAS GOOD HUMOUR— EVEN GAY ABANDON! THE COUNT HAD DISCOVERED HIS 
OLD “GUITAR AND THE GAY CHOROS ‘SENT THEIR HEELS TAPPING « 





ZAMO t COME, ON, 
‘SomSIER =~ JON IN! 


Tower of Strength EJ 


THE MITOEN, AS THEY ATE THER 
Sunt Men THe COULD HEAL 
SOUNDS OF REVELR'Y FROM oe NEXT 





a TORINO ENRICO, IT BEARS OUT 
MINE } I THEY GOT 


ON gt Aer aS 
Se ASG ASHER 
RS! 
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TENG CALLANAN, NOME LITHE MOVEMENT, TURNED AND LEAPT ON 
SBA BUR Ties DAS oe Pont That SBN ay 
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VERE WELL UNCIVILISED \C 
SAGE Re ro0 Have rae 
SOR aes PHEN FIGHT TH, 
SEF SWORD SIASN 2 
She SouTH OF (raLyy 
















ARISTOCRATIC SIshRo “our | 
ME HURLED & Own OzaTH | 
vsier. WARRANT: | 


vad 

























OF 1G 
AWOEN PERKINS. CAt f 
REVOLVER HIS HAND. ; 





Tower of Strength 





BUT PERKNS WAS NOT TO = 
DENEO SHE LEAPT DOWN 
FEARLESSLY BETWEEN 
CALLAHAN” ANO 


VON STEISSEN. 








TE TOOK HARD TALKING. IT REQURED IRON NERVE TO TAKE A REVOLVER WITH 
One BULLET IN If, SPIN “THE CHAMBER AND THEN PULL THE TRIGGER AGAINST 
(OWN HEAD. GUT WHEN THE TEXAN VOLUNTEERED, THE OTHERS COULO 








Tower of Strength a 


THE DIG WAS CAST! CALLAHAN TOOK 4 DEEP GREATH, SPUN 
AND DEFIANTIGY STUCK THe GARREL AGAINST HiS TEMELE: 
ROUND OF THE DEADLY GAME OF RUSSIAN ROULETTE / 

















ALMOST WITH GRAVADO, HE PULLED THE TRIGGER. THERE WAS NO RESULTING 
CRACK OF THE BULLET. CALLAHAN HAD ORAWN A BLANK / 














4a Tower of strength 








ROKOVSKY STRODE F 
SNATCHED THE REVOLVER «++ 
TWILL, SHOW YOU WE, 
RUSSIANS KNOW HOW “TO 
THE! NO SACRIFICE 1S. 
Yoo GREAT / 
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ever 





LOOK, BUSTER .. THIS 
HAS GONE EAR ENOUGH ! 
THis ShiMe THE 'DARNED 
THING MIGHT GO-OFF. 
WELL LET You PASS! 









REMAINED KIND/ COTRCNIO CELEGRATED HIS ESCAPE WITH A wHCOP | 
‘LINGING THE REVOLVER AWAY, TO 68 RECOVERED GY PERKINS. 


THe GRAVES 
ISAMAN IN 





“ Tower of Strength 
[eer THe TENSION GROKEN, THE ATMOSPHERE IN THI ROOM CHANGED 
MOtinT ty, Gach OF THE COLONELS HAD VISISLY PUT IS COURAGE TO THE 
YEST AND HAO PASSED WITH FLYING COLOURS. 














INTO. THE. F 
KITCHEN, ENRICO. 





























THE KITCHEN, THE CALM AND COLLECTED GENTLEMAN'S 
GENTLEMAN EXAMINED THE REVOLVER. 





RELAX, ENRICO. LOOK. 
(mS EMPTY. | TOOK ALe 








fares Tower of Strength 
Chapter 3. Treasure Chase 


THE CELEBRATIONS WENT ON FOR ANOTHER HOUR. WITH THE ITALIAN PLATOON 
EXPECTED ANY MINUTE FROM GELLESSI, THERE WAS OF 
FROM THE BANDITS + 
















'NO “THOUGHT 











WE'RE GOING TO HIT 








THE UNIFORMS WERE NA MESS, ALL RIGHT. THE TWO. 
WORK ON THEM AS THE COLONELS FELL INTO DEEP SLUMBER. 
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EVEN AS PERKINS SPOKE, THERE CAME A CRACKLE OF EREAKING GLASS N THE 
BNNG-ROOM AS THE Wa ING SLOWS . 








jDoWS CRUMPLED BENEATH SMASH 








ww Here! THe 


Y Dow: 
[wre catia / we 


Tower of Strerigth 
HONS WENT STRAIGHT TO--THE, ONLY DOOR. IT WAS LOCKED / 











sTRO! 














fGpSTaRS, FOUR HALF-ASLEGP OFFICERS WGRE BEING HERDED UNCEREMONOUSLY 
aR ROOMS. Ik Z 


SFURCO WAS ON THE RAMPAGE 








St Tower _of Strength 


“THE SITUATION WAS MAD EVEN WORSE BY THE HUMILIATION 
OF BEING CAUGHT IN “THEIR UNCERWEAR ! 


okay? YouRE ON “ToP \~ LISTEN 











AS VESPUCC! LED THE SEARCH PARTY FOR PERKINS, A MIXED 
BAG ‘OF UNIFORMS WAS FLUNG AT THE PRISONERS. 








Strength 





THE THO HODEN MEN 








W-WHAT SHALL We RESTRAIN YOURSELE, 
80D THEY FIND ENRICO. WE HAVE NOTHING 
TARE COnPses? 





SAPRIST) 
TREASURE ! AT 














sof Strength 
3200 NEWS 








He WiLL NOT 
1S ore 





INTO UNFAMILIAR UNIFCRMS, WERE 
ER OF iL TURCO « 
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PERKINS HAD SILENTLY FOLLOWED THE BANOITS FROM He: CELLAR. NOW HE 
eaens ie Geant PROCEEONCS fH THE COURTYARO ae 














SECONGS WERE GUMING OUT. 
7 “TIME FOR AC 


oF 
EVOLVER DOWN ON THE TRUCK 
DRIVER'S HEAD. 
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HE WAS INTHE CAS WITH THE ENGINE STARTED 
BEFORE HE WAS DISCOVERED, TO MAKE CoUSLY 
SURE, HE FIREO THE REVOLVER INTO THE AIR / 

























nev! 
COME “AND 
GET Mes 








LIINGLESE ! 
GELS TAKING _ + 
THE TREASURE ! 
AFTER Hild £ 





Tower_of Strength 





0. 
SINGING MERRILY, BLITHELY oF 
DRAMA BEING ENACTED AHEAD OF THEM. 








“THEIR SONG WAS STARTLINGLY CUT SHORT AS PERKINS, WHO HAD GEEN 
STEADILY GAINING ON HIS PURSUERS, SLAMMED ON “THE BRAKES AND SKIODED. 
His TRUCK BROADSIDE ACROSS THE ROAD BEFORE THE SOLDIERS? VEHICLE. 








3 Tower of Strengtn 


GY THE TIME THE BANDITS REACHED TWAT POINT, THE 
(TALIANS WERE DEPLOYED FOR, ACTION. PERN LEAP legume 


eR AT 
BULLETS STARTED TO FLY. 











Tower of Strength 


Re TuRco Was QUIC< TO SIZE UP THE FACT THAT-HIS.MEN WERE OUTNUMBERED 
JAND OUTGINNED, ANO ROARED AT MIS. DRIVER TO SWING THE “STARE CAR ROUND 





PERKINS SCRAMBLED SACI ON TO THE ROAD UST AS THE BANDE 
IUCCEEDED IN GETTING THE STAFF CAR PONTING BACK TOWARDS 








Tower of Strengm 


58 
THE 8G SANOT LEADER SWUNG UP HIS. GUN_TO_BLAST 
S BUT PERKINS: FIRED 








“JUST FOUR SHOI 
MISTER TUR) tet ARRAIO 
NexT DME IT Wie HAVE 


BE YOUR HEART / 





ONE MORE BANG AND. WE'LL 
BE THROUGH, CHAPS! GUT I'VE 
AWFUL, EEELNG er 

Russky_AND POOR 
BSNens Nave HAD TT! 





Tower of Strength 


ARTER ESCAPING FROM THE GERMAN ATTACK, HE HAD 
BESS ROSTELT REARING FOR PORES AND THE PRECIOUS RUSSIAN COLONEL. 





THERE SHE BLOWS! IT WAS LUCKY 

UEELL IN WITH YOU RECCE CHAPS. 

°O. Never HAVE GOT THROUGH 
THAT LOT ON MY OWN) 




















Tower. of Strength 
DISARMED. AND “THE poles ENRICO, WHO HAD ene 


WITH THE GUARD ‘au 
EMERGED FROM HIDING, COVERING THEM, PERKINS UNFASTENED THE BONDS: 
GE THE OFFICERS. 








TT (S REGRET TABLE YOU HAVE BEEN PUT 
TO SUCH INCONVENIENCE, SIR, | THINK THERE 
WILL BE NO MORE TROUBLE NOW / 


Limey / YOU'RE HUNDRED 
TE THERE'S ALWAYS, 








(AT THAT MOMENT, THE ARMOURED RECCE CAR CAME 
BLINDING UP TO THE CHATEAU, ITS GUNS COCKED 
AND READY FOR ANYTHING J 





Tower of Strengeh 


WHEN THE SITUATION WAS EXPLAINED: THERE WAS, NOT UNNATURAL, 
WPS CUGEe Waeerre™S | [Tea Marr one AR 
Feeateee SABER Aton 
"PLEASE, Si2...1 WAS, 
ONLY. DOING MY DUTY! 
sprue, Si Stee ee 
LOD BORMUT NCUSSN its SUPERIORS Thi 











FO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, THE “ITALIAN® SPOKE WITH A RUSSIAN ACCENT. | 
JThe “GERMANS HAGA TEXAN DRAWL, AND THE 7AMERICAN™ ALMOST 
CHOKE ON HS GUTTURAL SPEECH . 


| ~vou REALISE 
MasOR, | uST ‘Go0o saer/ 
3% FRom ANYEOOY, ]{ "VE HEARO 
SIRT REL; ALL NOW... 
HITLER ! 








Tower _of Strength 


THE CONFUSION WAS MADE WORSE BY THE ARRIVAL OF THE 
ITALIAN SOLDIERS, TRIUMPHANT WITH THEIR VICTORY OVER , 
THE BANDITS AN’ COMPLETE WITH PRISONERS AND LOOT J 














WITH RESPECT, 
SR. ORDER THEM 
NOT TO SHOOT / 





PERKINS QUICKLY EXPLAINED HOW, FOR A FEW HOURS, THE 
WAR HAD CEASED TO EXIST N THAT MOUNTAIN RETREAT, 





1 MAY TENOER A SUGGESTION, SiR, 
| ADVISE THAT WE GO WITH THE RUSSIAN WHATEVER YOU SAY, 
PERKINS =~ THIS 15 A 
SLICE OF NO MAN'S 
LAND, IN ANY CASE. 


Tower of Strength 63 


TWAS A TOUCHING FAREWELL AS THE TWO ENEMY COLONELS AND ENRICO 
INSISTED ON SHAKING THE HAND OF THE BRITISH PRIVATE. 


"AUF WIEOERSEHEN, \/ARRIVEDERCI, \Y YOURE SURE 
PERKINS / TELL ME ~~ A GREAT GUY, 
YOu HAVE NOT A 

GRANDFATHER IN 

HAMBURG _OR 








HIM, ENRICO / 





ONLY ONE MAN REMAINED HARD AND OBSTINATE, EVEN AFTER HE HAD 
CHANGED BACK INTO HIS OWN UNIFORM. COLONEL ROKOVSICY FELT THAT HIS 
DIGNITY AS A STALINGRAD VETERAN HAD SEEN OEEPLY HURT. 





ALL'S WELL. 








a4 Tower of Strength 
[peenSe “THE HOUSE OF CLAREMONT TO THE LAST) 








PERKINS CROSSED HIS FINGERS AND PLAYED THE ACE! 





VEoLoneL, cack 
i . PACAZ IANA = 
AT.SASE IT IS. AND VODKA! WITH 
ia toe Be “e280, suai 
i Tee hase Seite? See 
Ingrepers con, J\ nine anne RarORT, tere 657 
|ANo FROM ENRICO> COMRADE ! 
1 GOT THIS VODKAL 











‘itniad in Wasinet by Wane. Percy Orotiere Led, Manclawer 1. ena pvbliched cach macth hy Plectway Publications Lids 
Wiectway Wont, Paringion Slices: Loodon, RGA, ‘Advartioeraeat Oficen: Tally Lfoune, Talis Sure, Lawdon, ROA. Cae 
deena! A fecres Gerdes ‘Asency Lad." Feder loc of Bhodesia and 


ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 181I—ROGUE LANCASTER No. 182—DEVIL'S PLAYGROUND 


Death flew with the mighty bomber Disaster had followed the commando 
fleets in the most treacherous act leader's decision. Had his battle 
of the air-war. instinet been wrong ? 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 180—THE BIG GAME 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
4th March, are :— 


No. 184—DANGER NO OBJECT No. 186—THE BLOOD OF HEROES 
No. 185—LOST JUNGLE No. 187—THE BOMBER BARONS 








“7 \ \ DIFFERENT STAMPS ALOE 


Just look at this exciting offer! You get giant @@i STAMP SIZE 
collection of 116 all different genuine stamps PORTRAITS OF mie. 
Here are some highlights: TOGO-set of 2 Yj v0 
Yuri Gagarin Spaceman; CHAD-4 exotic Rings ¢ Queens of England 
animal triangles; POLYNESIA-2 South Si 
beauty queens; ALBANIA-set of 4 old im- 
perforate “Double Eagles". MONACO-giant 
Lourdes diamond shape. (So far every stamp 
is in brilliant mint condition). 
Also: MALDIVES-U.N. Anniv.; new African 
country of RWANDI-independence stamp 
with map (also mint). JAPAN-New Year. 
This splendid collection includes triangles, 
diamonds, imperfs. hard-to-get countries and 
many fascinating and unusual stamps and 
sets from all ovar the world. Grand total 116 
all different genuine stamps. 
FREE iF YoU ORDER NOW, 42 STAMP SIZE 
PORTRAITS OF KINGS OF ENGLAND SINCE 
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. 
This fabulous showpiece cannot be 
obtained elsewhere at any price! 
ALL YOURS FOR JUST 1/- 
IN UNUSED STAMPS (OR POSTAL ORDER) 
TO INTRODUCE FAMOUS BARGAIN APPROVALS. 


Approvals are stamps sent for inspection and purchase. They ASK FOR 


are the easiest and most interesting way to build a collection 


at a low cost—and enjoy stamp collecting. But please tell your 
parents you are answering this advertisement. LOT P18 
50. DENMARK HILL. 


BROADWAY APPROVALS... °°. onpun se. 


LOT J tenciose 1/-, Rush mo the 116 diflerent stamps plus the 42 Portraits, Send a i 














